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Acts XXIV. xvl. 


And herein do I exerciſe my fe!f to have 
always a Conference wid of offence to= 
wards God, and towrrds Man. 


ID I d: Gen t to entertain you with the 
Character of St. Paul, T am ſenſible I 

could rot begin it more advantageouſly than with 
that of Felix. Tertullus, and the Jews his Profecu- 
tors ; the Adb:littes and Corruption of the one, the 
Eloquence ard Mercenarineſ} of the other ,. the 
Bigottry, Malice, and ill Arts ot the laſt, ſerving 
molt fitly as toiJes or ſhades to fer off and adorn 
his Vertze and Integrity;but purpoling to conſider 
theſe words, not fo much as the CharaGer of St. 
Paul, as the Rule and Standard of Chriſtian Life 
In general, and conſequently not to {urvey the 
Hiſtory of his Life, which in all the leveral in- 
ſai.ces and parts of it would apparently juſtif 16 
and make good this ſhort Account he has given 
us of it, bur co alliſt you co regulare and con: 
duct your own. [I will advance directly to the 
A 2 body 
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body of the Text, without ſtopping you by any 
Remarks or RefleQions on any thing in the Con- 
eext. 

The words are part of the Apology which 
St. Paul made for his Religion and himſelf be- 
fore the Tribunal of Felix. In the 14 and 15 
Verſes he wipes off the Aſperſion of Novelty 
and Schiſm caſt by Tertullzs on his Religion, al- 
ſerting that it was no other than what was 
taught by the Law and the Prophets ; 1n this he 
frees himſelf from the Calamny of Turbulency 
and Sedition, avowing boldly the Innocence and 
Integrity of his Life, herein do I exerciſe my ſelf, 
&c. Where we have, 

Fir, The great Buſineſs and End of St. Paul's 
Religion, to hawe a Conſcience void of offence to- 
wards God, and towards Man. 

Secondly, His Diligence and Induſtry in the 
purſuit of it ; berein do I exerciſe my ſelf. 

Thirdly, The cloſe connexion of this Verſe 
with the former by way of inference and de- 
ducion, ſhews us the ground and motive of all 
this; namely, the belief of a Reſurrection, 
wer. 15. And have hope towards God, which 
they themſelves alſo allow, that there ſhall be a Re- 
furre&;on of the dead, both of the juſt and un- 


jubt. 


Sup- 


TH 
Suppoſing now that the Example of St. Paul 


paſſes, as indeed it does, an Obligation upon 
all Chriſtians to imitate it; for it bebowes ws 40 
be followers of him, as he was of Chrift, 1 Cor. 
11. I. 

Accommodating all this to our ſelves, I will 
begin with the Ducy in my Text, and ſhew 
you, 
Fir, In general, what it 1s to have a Con- 
{cience void of Offence, and then more particu- 
larly, what it is as it relates, firſt, to God, and 
next, to Man. 

To have a Conſcience void of Offence, ſpeak- 
ing in general terms, is to have a Conſcience 
neither abuſed by falſe Principles, nor over- 
power'd by inordinate Aﬀections 3 a Conſcience 
that neither miſleads nor diſturbs and tortures 
us ; a Conſcience that neither renders us ſecure 
and confident in the wrong, nor ubraids us with 
any Hypocritical prevarication or wiltul viola- 
tion of the right. To ſuch a Conſcience you 
will eaſily reſolve two things neceſlary, Illumi- 
nation and Obedience, Illumination makes a right 
Conſcience, Obedience a good one ; both toge- 
ther a Conſcience void of offence. I ſay, both to- 


gether ; for firſt, as ro the neceſſity of Obedi- .. 


ence, in vain are the Dictates and Commands 


of 
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of Conſcience, be it never ſo well wformed «<;r 
enlightned, if Avarice and Amvition, Lnic 47 
Revenge, or any other irreguiar Appocice cat 
not pleaſure, baffle, and inſult them. 

Nor is the neceſlity of I//xminativn !eis evi- 
dent ; Religion and Property are 60 moo fe- 
cure from the Invaſions of a ſedrced than a feared 
Conſcience : falſe Principles may beray Men 

Into all the Crimes, and give birth to all che 
49, rang which Luſis and Faflions do; Men 
be led by an abuſcd Conſcience to rend 

anld divide the Church, to ſubvert ard betray 
our Laws ard Liberties, and to cxpole our Re- 
lIigion and our Country ; z2.e. in ore word, all 
that is dear to us, to the Infolence and Cruelty 
of a Foreign Enemy and a Popiſh Periecution ; 
this an abuſed Coiſcience may do, what can 
Luxury and Irrciizion, che Luſt of Money, the 
Luſt of Power do worſe ? This I have ſaid to 
convince ſuch as would have a Conſcience <oid 
of offence, of the indiſpentible Obligarion they 
lie under, not only to act and live up to the 
Dicates of Conſcience, but ailſo ro erdeavour 
with all Meekneſs, Sincerity, and Imjarrtialiry 
to inform it aright; without the one you will tall 
under the many ſitipes of the Servant aa the 


Goſpel, who knew his Maſter's will and did it 


not, 


EF 1 
not, Luke 12.47. Withour the other, under 
the Woe pronounced by the Prophet againſt 
ſuch as call good evil , and evil good, al. 5. 
20. 

I caſily foreſee this general Account of the 
Duty in my Text will be encountred with two 
Objections : Firſt, How ſhall we find out Truth 
and Right, when the Cunning and the Learned 
have raiſed ſuch a Miſt about it, when the Luſts 
and Intereſt of Men have perplexed and en- 
tangled it with ſo many endleſs ſubtiities and 
diſtintions? Where ſhall we find a certain Rule, 
when Divinity and Law, how conſtant and in- 
flexible ſoever they may be in themſelves, are 
accommodated to every Deſign, forc'd to yield 
Patronage and Countenance to every Caule 3 
and ina word, ſeem to ſpeak no Language but 
ſuch as Poucr and Intereſt inſpire? Without 
examining the Juſtice of this Objedion, whe- 
_ it be a Calumny or a Truth, the Produc 

# Spite, Atheiſm, and Prophaneneſs, or of an 
ag os Conſcience of Humane Infirmity, and 
the real difficulty of finding out Truth and 
Right in ſome Caſes. I Anſwer, Be it fo, yet 
have we a Clew that will eaſily wind us out of 
this Labyrinth, and that is Szncerity, by which 


I mean an honeſt and humble Endeavour to 
know 


/ / & 
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know our Duty, and a ſteady Reſolution to 
perform it ; this will either prevent our Error, 
or elſe prevent the miſchief and maligniry of it ; 
the upright Man ſhall never want light to guide 
him into Truth and Right, or Goodneſs and 
Charity to extinguiſh like a Soveraign Antidote 
the Venom and -Poyſon of falſe Principles and 
Error, for that of Solomon, He that walks upright- 
ly, walks ſafely, Prov. 10. 9. and the Goſpel 
promiſes of Spiritual Aſliftance and li]umination, 
can import no jeſs. And thus I am got clear of 
the firſt Dithculty. 

A Second Objection I am to expe is this , 
Bur alas, when we know our Duty, how hard 
a Task is it to do it? It nothing Jets than ating 
and living up to the Dictates of Conſcience , 
can gain us a Conſcience void of Offence, alas, 
who then can have it! Is it not Pelagianiſm, Po- 
pery, or ſomething worle to aſſert the poſlibilt- 
ty of keeping the Commandments of God ? [s 
ir 10.2 What means then that place of our Sa- 
viour, If a man love me he will keep my _ 
mandments, John 14 23- and many othe 
the ſame purpoſe. But without entring into 
this Controvertie, I anſwer, When I tel] you, 
that a Conſcience void: of Offence 1s ſuch a one 
as doth not reproach us with any wiltu] viola- 
tions 


paſt lite, nor defects in the preſent : But firſt, 
I exclude a deliberate continuatice In atiy known 
ſin: And in the next place, I make a difference, 
as the Scriptures and the Fathers have taught 
me, between Defeds and Crimes, between 0n- 
firmity and Wickedneſs, for fuch is the irailty 
of Humane Nature, that it unavoidably fub- 
jects us to the one, and ſuch the Power ard Ex- 
cellency of our Religion, that it raitcs us abovc 
the other. 
Ic is now high time to proceed from this gc- 
neral to a more particular and diſtinct Survey of 
this Duty in my Text: This by St. Paul is divi- 
ded into two branches, our Duty towards God, 
and our Duty towards Man ; and cach of theic 
may again be ſub-divided into two, for our 
Duty cowards God may regard either his Pub- 
lick or Private Worſhip; and our Duty towards 
Man may regard either his Publick or Privatc 
Rights. | 
Firs7, Of our Obligation to the Publick IF or- 
ſhip or Service of God. I need not teil you 
fnrely how much the Honour of Religion, and 
che ſafety of the Nation depends upon the due 
performance of this. The Honour of our Reli- 
2i0n% "tis nat the Service of the Cloſer, but of 
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tions of our Duty, I neither exclude $19 in the 


% 
So 
92d; PIER 


[ 10 } 

the Temple which falls under Publick Notice 
1! ofervationz and therefore tis: the Uniry 
and QG:der, the Comeiineſs and Devoutneſs of 
this that creates a Veneration for Religion, and 
raiſes the Reputation of a Church; And how 
far cho ſafety of the Nation 1s interefled 1n this, 
not only *cripture and Reaſon too, but our 

On Expericnce can inform us. Scripture and 


Reaſon reils us, That a Houſe divided againſt it 


felF cannot ſtand, Mat. 12. 25. And Experience, 


fad, fad Experience teaches us, that we no 
ſooner divide in our Opinions and Worſhip, 
bur we divide in our Aﬀections too ; and fuch 
!5 the Folly of ſome, and the Cunning and Ma- 
es of others, that 'tis impoſſible, or nexr to 
inpoſſible, but that theſe Cantons and Di- 
' 7 2am ſhould be preſently. formed into Combi- 
rations ; and Faftions, which firſt ſharpen their 
Yopgucs and i and then their Swords againſt 
one another. a 
Pur to mention other Obl: vations to the Pub- 


In "i Worihip of God, ti1s 15 the bc {} and mot#r 


Tok Qual | means of promoring the Glory of God, 
and the Happineſs and Ediftcation of Man, Pub- 
lick an! Sol:ma Adorattons are the moſt Illu- 
fr1wous Teſtimonies we can render God of our 
Homagz and Depcndance : United: Prayers do 

moſt 


[41 3 
moſt powerfully prevail, either to engage the 
Favour, or apyeale the Dilpleaſure of God : 
And Publick InfiruQion, which ought always to 
be a part of the Publick Service of God, is fo 
necciiary, that I doubt tne World would grow 
Atheiſtical and Barbarous without it ; france "1; 
ro be feared that not only the far greater part of 
the Common People, but fome alſo. of better 
Quality, owe all the Divinity they have to Ho- 
ly-days and Sundays. 

Now this being ſo, the Glory of God, and 
Good of Man, the Honour of Religion, and 
the Safety of our Nation depending {o much 
upon the Publick Worſhip of God, it 1s caſic 
for us to 1nfer what Obligation every Man lies 
under to advance and ſupport the Solemnity 
and Credit of it, and what guile they contract, 
who either cauſeleſly abſent, or, which is worſe, 
divide from it : And how much more they who 
cither by a carele(s, rude, and contemptuous 
Carriage At Church, or by their open and noto- 
rious Immoralities at other times, are a ſcandal 
0 it: Or they, laſtly, who by ſtudied and ma- 
ficious Calumnies and Aſperſions beger in Men a 
diſ-cſteem and contempt of ir. 

Bur rhough ir be the Duty of every Chriſtian 
not wy ro Worſhip God publickly, but allo as 

B 2 
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much as in him lics ro advance Unity and Or- 
der in the Publick Worſhip, and.ro ſupport and 
raite the Flicem of it; yet ſurely none can be 
more obliged ro this rhan the Magiſtracy, No- 
bility, and Gentry of a Nation; Mens Grati- 
tude ro God ought to be proportioned to their 
Obligations, and choſe whom God has diſtin- 
puiſhed "RAR the reſt of Mankind by his parti- 
cular Favours, ought to diſtinguiſh themſeives 
by a more particular and eminent Zeal for his 
Service: But if Gratitude cannot, methinks In- 
rereſt ſhouid prevail with Perſons of Rank and 
Dignity in a Nation to efſpouſe the Cauſe of 
Religion; I mean, to ſupport and advance the 
Eſtabliſhed Worſhip of Cod; for theſe are 
they who muſt unavoidably aller moſt in all 
the Confulſtons which Irreligion and Schiſm uſher 
in. Thele have Eſtates, Honours, Preterments, 
Power, things fit to be the Quarry of the Needy, 
Coverous, ard Ambitious, or the Scorn and 
Sport of the Inſolent and Diſcontented ; and 
this does generally fall our as ofren as either 
Luxury and Riot effeminate and difſpirit a Na- 
tion, or open Prophaneneſs and Irreligion ex- 
tinguilnes in the Multitude all Reverence for 
Magiſtracy or Laws, or the Contempt of an E- 
ſtablithed Church, and the increaſe and licen- 

tiouſnels 
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tiouſneſs of Sets breed Anarchy in the State ; 
or finally, the diſpleature of God pours down 
Reproach upon the Heads of thoſe thar have 
diſhonoured him, according to his conſtant Rule, 
Them that Ge me I will honour, ana they that 
deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly efteemred, 1 Sam. 2. 3o- 

To ſum up all on this Head, and prevent any 
miſapplication, conttdering how tar the Glory 
of Cod, and the Good of Man 1s intereſted in 
God's Publick Worſhip amonglt us, I would 
have the Breaſts of all Men, and eſpecially of 
thoſe of Power and Rank, inflamed with the 
love of it, and a Zeal tor the Honour and De- 
fence of it. Andif it be demanded, which way 
I would have them expreſs this; I anſwer plain- 
ly, by the open Practice of Devotion and Ver- 
rae themlelves, and by countenancing and en- 
couraging it in others, by a rational and calm 
Defence of the Worthip and Doctrine of the 
Church againſt vain Cavils and Novelties, by a 
vigilant and couragious, but Chriſtian Oppoti- 
tion, and countermining of all the fecret Practi- 
ces or open Hoſtilities of ſuch Men as endeavour 
tro defame, weaken, and ſubvert the Religion 
eſtabliſhed, not our of Conſcience towards God, 
but indeed Atheiſm, Reſtleſneſs, Ambition, Re- .. 


venge, or ſome other ungodly Luſt. 
Finally, 
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| _ Finally, by a hearty Concurrence with the 
* Government for the {appreſling all open Immo- 
rality, and advancing the Practice of Godlineſs 
and Religion amongſt us, that there may be no 
room amongſt us for the Complaint of the F/al- 
miſt, Who will riſe up with me againſt the wicked, 
or who will take my part againſt the wicked doer, 
Plal. 04. 16. This puts me mn mind of another 
branch of our Duty rowards Ged ; namely, his 
Private Worſhip or-Service. 

By the Private Worſhip or Serarce of God, is 
to be underſtood not only private Prayers, but 
all Acts either of Obedience to the Commands, 
or Submiſſion and Reſignation to the Provideice 
of God. From amongſt all theſe I will recom- 
mend to you two things as moſt neceſlary and 
pertinent at preſent. 

1. Sobriety or Watchtulneſs over your felvcs 
at this and all other times of your Meeting. 

It is a matter of very mclancholy Reflectt- 
on, that in that thing we call Society and 
Converſation, the Gentleman and the Chriſtian, 
Mirth and Religion ſhould be thougat io incon- 
fiſtenr and incompatible : ; what, muſt Men, to 
flie Preciſeneſs, needs run into De ebaccher y ? 
and cannot Sourneſi or Nulneſs be banihed 


Converſation, but Modcliy and Sobricty muſt 
| be 
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be fo too? Time was when the Meetings and 
Entertainments of Chriſtians ( might I not to 
our ſhame add of well]-bred Pagan's ) was Philo- 
ſophical, Edifying, and Inftrudtive; but now 
they ſeem to miniſter only to Sin and Folly, to 
ſpread and propagate Looſneſs and Vanity. Ah, 
how wretched their Nature, and more wretched 
their Education ; how mean the Parts, and how 
much meaner the Acquaintance of thoſe Men, 
who have neither Wit enough ro render Con- 

verſation Entertaining, nor Learning or Expe- 
rience enough to render it Uletul, nor Vertue 
or Bulinels enough to render it Innocent. It 
this be fo, as fure 1t 1s; if Intemperance be the 
Refuge of {dlenels, Duncery, and 11] Breeding, 

methinks Men of Parts, Education, or Buſineſs, 
thould thun 1t as an Imputation and a Scandal : 

A Contideration which ſometimes prevails when 
che great motives of Religion fail. 

Bur in the next place, as Religion muſt not 
be drowned nor waihed away by [ntemperance, 
{o neither muſt it be choaked and ſtarved by. 
Worldly Cares and Covetoulneſs. Tr is a me- 
lancholy Remark, but ſuch a one that ſcarce 
eſcapes any body, That there are too many who 
{eem to affect lomething that comes very near - 


up to a Contempt of Religion; as if it were a 
Scandal 
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NL.) Scandal to'Men of Buſineſs to own any leiſure 
for Religion in publick or private ; what is Pro- 
phanenels and Atheiſm 1f this be not ? What 1s 
this but to own either that your Buſineſs is ſuch, 
that ic were Impudence to beg or expect a Blel- 
ſing on it; or that you do not think the Provi- 

dence and Patronage of God neceilary to your 
Succeſs ; or fivally, that vou do not believe ano- 
ther World, and therefore are only tent to 
provide for this. Ah, w fiat deorecs of Mad- 
nels and Folly 1s rot Man capable of! Ah, by 
how many, and how dirc&ly contrary ways are 
eninared, and ſo periſh! What need have we to 
watch over our ſelves when Buſineſs is as apt to 
intoxicate and infatuate us as Pleaſure, and 
Drudgery to prove as fatal as our Luxury ! [ 
have put you in mind ſufficiently of ſuch parts 
of our Duty towards God as I thought moſt 
proper for our preſent C onlideration, and am 
now: generally led on to the ſecond thing ; that 
is, our Duty towards Man. For Religion cO- 
2 wards God is the beſt Foundation of Juſtice to- 

| wards Man. Now Humane Rights being, as I 

| cold yon, of two forts, publick and private, 

and it being neceſlary to a Conſcience void of 
Offence towards Man, to be tender of rendring 


both. Fle begin with the firſt. 
By 


_— -—_ - 
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By Publick Rights | mean the _ Eo! Prince 

and People ; for that the People have Righes roo 
25 well as the Prince, is evident from Ser PEUrC, 


which by giving us os Dc ini. "E rhe Sa- 


- 


pream Magiſtrate, That be 7s - ] inifie of 


God to vs for good, ROM. 12. 4. ps Plain!) V 
reach us, that the good of the Veup to, war 15 
the Maintenance and Protection of ihom in thei 
juſt Rights and Liberties, 15 the very Eud and 
Reaſon of Civil Communal and if this be 
lo, he perverts the Scripture who pretends War- 
rant from it to advance the Ablolutcnets of the 
Monarch upon the Servitude of the People, and 
ro Sacrifice the Rights of the one to the Humour 
or Fancy of the other. 

Ic is true, a People or Nation by their own 
Crimes or an unjuſt Force may be reduced to 
the unhappy Neceſlity of Redeeming their Lives 
by the loſs of their Fortunes and Liberties, and 
in ſuch a caſe they muſt ſtand to thoſe Pacts and 
Covenants they thus enter into. But whatever 
be the Condition of any other Nation, bleſſed 
be God this is not ours; our Conſfiitution and 
Laws have ſo many marks in them of a due 
Temperament of Power in the Prince, and Li- 
berry in the People, as do {uthciently demonſtrate 
thar we are born Subjects, not Slaves. 


C And 
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Ard 'tis a vain Attempt here to pretend to 
evince a Voluntary Slavery from- our Oaths and 
Laws; for who can be fo ſupcrſticiouſly ſtupid, 
2< 1:1t to dilcern- thar Laws are not ro be the 
Chains and Ferrers, bur the Guards and Fences 
of the Peop'e's Juſt Riphts and Liberties ; and 
avd that cur Oaths muſt never be interpreted to 
weaken and ſubvert, bur firengthen and pre- 
{crve the National Conſtitution. 

| do not forger the Rights of the Prince, 
which muſt not be invaded neithe r, nor infringed 
by any Pretenſions of the People: : Bucl hall 
ſay nothing of them now, not only to dechne 
the Cenſures of Flattery, Temporizing, and Am- 
bition, or whatever clic Men would plcate rv 
paſs on me, for Diſcourſes on this Argument 
never eſcape withour running the Gauntlet 
through all fides and parties, but alſo becauic 
this has been abundantly done of lare, to the 
filencing of al! Objections raifcd againſt our A! 
Iegiance to their preſent Maje ſties. 

But when all rhcſe kind of Objections arc an- 
fwered, which in the mouths of moſt Men. wi 
ever they are ( in fome few ) are but ſhams and 
pretences, there 15 arother which penetrates 
deeper, and fpreads much further; that is, The 
Impozcriſhment of the Nation by Taxes, even inch 
A5 
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as acknowledge this Revolution a Deliverance, 
and own it for a Bleſſing, do yet ſcem to regrer 
the Price of it, and begin to fear leſt they ſhould 
Day too dcar for it. 

Now the Being of our Church and Nation, 

rhe Liberty and Peace of Exrope, and the "i 
iervation of the Proteſtant Religion depending 
{oO much upon the Succeſs of Their Majeſties 
Underrakings, and this again .upon the Chear- 
tulnzls and good Aﬀetion of their Engliſh Sub- 
jes, I ſhall not be chought, I hope, to pals my 
bounds, cipccially having a Text tor it too, Tri- 
bute to whom Tribute is due,xt I take vpon me in a 
word or two to examine the Juſtice of a Com- 
plaint, which tends ſo much to alienate mens 
ininds from Their Majeſties Perſons and Govern- 
ment, 04 very mech to abate their Zeal for both. 
The Iaxes are beavy ; ſuppoſe it : But would a 
Foreign Yoak, Poprery, and Perſecution be 
liohter ? Would the Oppreſlion and Rapine of 
Arbitrary Lnſt be more eafje than Parttamentary 
and Legal - Impoſitions ? Or would it be more 
Honourable or Tolcrable to us to Sacrifice cur 
Blood and Trealurc to a Jawlels Fancy and Am- 
bition, or in the Defence of our Laws and Li- 

berty, Religion and Property? The Natjon 3s 

Impoveriſhed. Be it ſo: Bur yet our Harveſts 

G41 are 
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are not reaped with the Swords of our Enemies ; 
our Granaries, Barns, and Houſes arc not every 
where on a light fire; the Country is not laid 
detolare, nor our Cirics in Rubbage and Aſhes; 
our Vives end Danghters are not Raviſhed be- 
tore our Eyes, our Children murdercd, onr Faith 
cortured, nor our own Blood ipilt promiſcuoufly 
1 thc Ficids and Lancs, High-ways and Streets : 
This is the Fortune of others, this is the ſtare 
from which we Redeem our fclves by the pay- 
ment of Taxes. But methinks I need not yet 
carry the matter ſo high, lower Conſiderations 
may yet ſerve to fatisfie reaſonable men : 'T1s 
very ungratetul in us towards God, to forget ſo 
ſoon thoſe Times wherein we were willing to 
part with the one halt of all that we had, for 
the Inſurance of the other : And 'tis not over- 
grateful to our Prince, that while 1n this Cauſe, 
our own Cauſe, he is Prodigal of his Blood, 
we ſhould be niggardly and parſimonious of our 
Money, and murmure at the Charge of our 
own Safety. 

But further yet, bleſſed be God, while we 
complain of our Taxes we complain of our 
Plenty too, ſuch is the affluence and abundance 
of all things; there is no want of Bread or Cloth, 
I wiſh I could not ſay, our Pride and Vanity, 

our 
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our Intemperance and Riot proclaim us to have 
no great want of Money neither : But however 
this be, there is a ready Remedy, Frugality and 
Modeſty would ſoon pay our Taxes; and if we 

fhould quic our Luxury to purchaſe our Security, 
i we {honld facrince our Pride aad Vanity to 
the Defence of our Liberty and Relivion, me- 
thinks this were no great damage to 3. | 
{ hope there cannot any be jound fo fanta- 
ſtically fond of Change, to tranſported by Dit- 
content, or deſtitute of Senſe and the love of 
their Native Country, as to expect better Times 
under a French: Conqueſt : What, 1s not Arbi- 
trary Government the ſame thing it ever was ? 
[5 Popery grown lels Bloody, or leſs Superſtiti- 
ous? Or 1s Bigotrry y grown mild and gracious by 
being irricated and exaſperated? What is it 
Men can expect from fuch a Revolution 2 Will 
that Prince that makes other Countries a Wil- 
dernels, make ours a Paradiſe? Will he that 
barafles and oppreſlcs his own Subjects, and will 
not endure to be controuled either by Law or 
Religion, be tcrovulons and tender of our Eng- 
liſh Laws, Riohts, and Libertics 2 Will he who 
has hitherto placed Glory in Subrilty and Cruel- 
ty, Blood and Falſhood, change his Notion in 
the moment he overcomes us, and purſue it in 


Acts 
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At of Mildneis and Goodneſs, of Honour and 
Juſtice ? Thele {ure are Miracles fit for no Faith 
but that which {wallows TranſubſRantiation. But 
alas, if we could juppoſe even all chis, our For- 
tunes and Treaſure are rhe Tea{t Demands the 
Neceſlity and Ambirion of that Prince can ſtoop 
to; and ke will never want Pretences to make 
W! Demands appcar Juſt aid Realonable : 
Bur if all this were not {o, our Religion, our 
innate love of Liberty, and avertion to a Ty- 
rannical Yoak, much more a Foreign one, and 
much more yet a French one, render us 1ncapa- 
ble of being either truſted or indulged by him); 
he will ncver think his own Power and Intereit 
lecure while there remains any thing either of our 
Enzhſh Courage unbroke, our Fortunes unexhau- 
ſted, or our Religion uncorrupted, and will look 
upon himielt obliged ro reduce us to the loweſt 
degree of Impotence and Tamenels that is,to the 
condition of poor Cow'd Slaves, or delpicable 
Apoſtates or Renegadoes, Had not the weiptit 
and impoirance of the matter detained me, [ 
ihould not have 1-fiſicd fo long on this tirſt 
Branch of our Duty towards Man, but I now 
haſten to the other, that 1s, 
Our re gard for private Rights: Various arc 
the Rights | oi Mcn, and innumcrable the ways 


O 
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by which they may be infringed and violated: 
B:r iJe infiſt only upon one, z. e. when Law 1s 
made the Inſtrument of wrong ; and this hap- 
pens {cveral ways: 

Firſt, When one Man perſecutes another 
with vexatious Suits 3 rs eruc, they run into a 
mad extrvam, who extend Qhriſtian Paitence fo 
far as to prcnounce all Suirs or Appeals to the 
Civ! May itirarc urchriſtian ; but 18 as true too, 
thar to apyrov- and countenance all Suits, is to 
run mto avoir; if every trifing Cauſe may 
warrait our dwmandg of Reparation, and this 
Demand bo purired with ail the Spight, and 
Heart, and Caiaumnies imMAigivable : if Spight 
and Malace commu nce Juſt: ce, when proſecuted 
under a form of Law, | {ec not what Obligation 
Ch:iſtian Pattence does pals upon us, unicls it 
be to fufter whar we cannvr Reve: 1ge, Can this 
be agrocabic ro the rot reſriF1 1; evil, Matrh. 5.39. 
to che overcomma evil with) good, Rom. 12. 2 t, 
Is this becoming he profetied Mortitication of a 


Chriſtian, and the Patience of the Saints ? 


A Saad way is, When Juſtice i dilayed, 
hafiled, or Pr trough Bribery, Perjury, 
Faction, rcipct ot Perions, and various Arts, [ 
need not tc] you how "8 mnable a Crime any 
thing of this Nature 153 it has been thought 

; againſt 
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againſt rhe very Law of Nations to Poyſon a 
Fountain, of which even an Enemy was to 
drink: Whar muſt it be then to corrupt the 
Laws, which arc the very Fountains and Springs 


ot Political Life? To corrup? the Laws, and 
make them the ſnſftrruments oi Oppretiion and 
Wrong, which ſhould be our groar Security and 
Relief! ; s a Sacriledge next that of Hercije, 
which = BY 24 perverts the Word of God. 
and turns the Food of Lite into Poylon. Ta x 
word, nothing 15 more glorious, and more vw ao'- 
{ome to a Nation, than the due &dmiiiiitration 
of Juſtice, nothing more fatal than the perver- 
tion of it: Juſtice 1s the great Ligament of Hu- 
mane Society, the Security of the Rich. and Pro- 
tection of he Poor ; thc Encouragement of Ver- 
tue, Induſtry, and Trade, the Terror of Wicked- 
nels, Contention, and Ambition; and mm one 
word, the Sinews of Government, the Beauty 
of Peace, and the Support of the Prince's Throne ; 
being that which Charms the Diſcontents, and 
calcs the Burdens, to which the happieſt People 
are ſometimes or other {ubjzect. May God 
ever bleſs this Nation with able and up- 
right Miniſters of Juſtice, Men whoſe Hearts 
are ſer upon the Work of God, the rooting 
out Wickednels, the countenzancing and cncou- 

raging 
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raging Goodneſs, Righccouſneſs, and Truth : 


Men of inflexible Integrity, not to be warped 
from the ſtrict Rule of the Law by the Frowns 


or Favour of Princes at any time, the Noife and 
Clamour of the People,, or the Importurities 
and Violence of Parties and Factions, or any 
Inordinate Luſt, Men finally Watchful and Zea- 
lous to repreſs the Injuſtice of athers within 
the Sphere of their Authority. That the Righte- 
ous may rejoyce, the Inlolence of Wicked Men 
being curbed; according to that of Solomon, 
Prov. 29. 2. IWhen the righteous are in authority 
the people rejoyce, but when the wicked beareth rule 
the people mourn. T have now gone through 
thoſe feveral Particulars of the Duty 1n the Text 
which I judged moſt pertinent to be inſiſted on, 


and muſt be forced, I cannot ſay conclude, . but 


break off with a Gp words upon the two re- 
maining Heads. 


Secondly The next thing that follows in the. 


Text, is the Diligence and Induſtry neceſlary to 
the preſerving a Conſcience void of Offence ; 
Herein do I exerciſe my ſelf : To become a Saint 
here, and an Angel hereafter, is not che Work 
of a iew oſliſtant Wilhes, a crude and unconco- 
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Qed Faith, or a Laodicean luke-warm Indiffe- 
rence: No. ne, we have Hardſhips to undergo, 
Difficulcies ro {urmount, Fnemies to conquer ; 
and 'tis not a lazy Religion, 'tis not a lifeleſs 
and half-formed Refolution that will be able to 
efM«&& this ; all the vigour of our Minds is to be 
bear this way, this ought to take up our thoughts, 
and employ our time, this ought to be the great 
care, the great ſtudy, and the great buſineſs of 
Life ; herein do I exerciſe my ſelf : And fince I 
do not know of any thing that does more vio- 
lently oppoſe the diſcharge of our Duty —_ 
God and Man than Contention and Luxury, 'c 
againſt cheſe eſpecially I muſt beleech and - (Shay 
you to watch, and ſtrive, and fortifie your ſelves: 
theſe are the Parents of Atheiſm and Irreligion 
in ſome, of Spiritual Pride, Hypocriſie, and Luke- 
warmneſs in others; and in a word, of all thoſe 
Crimes which either diſturbs Church or Stare, 
or plunge wretched Sinners in Miſery and Per- 
dition. Now to extinguith Contention, nothing 
will contribute more effeQually than frequent 
and fertous Reflections on the Guile and Mil- 
chiefs of it, a thorough per{wafton of the em- 
ptineſs and uncertainty of all the things of this 
World, Honour, Power, Preterments, Riches ; 
for 
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| for let our Pretences be what they will, 'cis the 
thirſt and ambition of Worldly things that kin- 
dles bath our publick and private Contentions, 
Fames 4. t. Whence come wars and fightings a- 
mong you, come they not from hence, even of your 
lufts that war in your members ® And laſtly, a true 
Notion of Religion, that it conſiſts not in Diſ- 
putes and Controverſtes in Opinions, and Spe- 
culations in Forms or Fancies, but in Devotion, 
Faith, Juſtice, Charity, Humility, Puriry, zz the 
keeping a Conſcience void of offence towards God,and 
towards Man. A true fenle, 1 fay, and frequent 
| reflection on thele chings, the guile and miſchief 
of Contention, the vanity of Worldly things, 
- ard the nature and delign of Chriſtianity would 
'oon put an end to our Diviſions ; 'tw ould make 
us-meek and teachable, humble and mortified, 
and intent upon the great defign and butinels of 
Life, the glory of God, and the good of Man ; 
| and this would baniſh the very names of Schiſm 
and Faction, revive the Zeal and recover the 
Unity of Primitive Chriſtianity. 


| Next to Contention, Luxury is the molt ir- 
| recqucileable Enemy ito Religion or the diſcharge 
of a good Conſcience ; this d-feats all our great 
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Principles, ſupplants all wiſe Reſolutions. and by 
depfees exſtinguiſhes in us the very defires of 
Righteouſneſs and Glory. The proper Reme- 
dies of this are Spiritual Pleaſure and the be- 
lief of a judgment to come : The former will 
make us difdain Scnfnaliry and Softne(s, and rhe 
fatter dread ir; the one will increaſe our Zeal 
and Fervor, the either our Caution 3 and both 
rogether will render us ſtedtaſt and nnmoveable, 
and always abounding 1n the works of God. 
To contribute ro this all I can, now [ will, 


Thirdly, Clote t!;is whole Dilcourſe with the 
Motive or Ground of St. Paul's Diligence and 
Induſtry, « THdgment to come. I have no time to 
afſert the truth of a fudgment to come, to vindi- 
cate the Sharpncls and Eternity of the' Sufferings 
of the Damned, againſt all the Cavils of Sinners,or 
to draw to the Lite a Landskip of Canaan, and 
open to you a Scene of Heaven; I muſt only put 
you in mind, That this 3s the day of the Rewela- 
tion of the Righteous Tudgment of God, wherein 
God without any reſpe& of Perſons, ſoall render to 
every man according to his works, glory, honour,and 
peace upon every one that doth good, but indignation 

and 


moaned ED TC __ ——— 


( 29 ] 

aud wrath, tribulation and anguiſh upon every ſoul 
of man that doth evil, Rom. 2. This will be the 
Jaſt Audit, wherein all Accounts will be rightly 
ſtated, the laſt Tribunal, where all Cauſes will 
be impartially tried; here che Sophiſtry of Sin- 
ners will be tally anfirered,; here all Controver- 
fies will be 1nfallibly decide here all the hid- 
den works of Darknel(s will be brought to light, 
here the ſecret Springs and true Principles of Hu- 
mane Actions will be unmasked, from all ſpecious 
Pretences, decyphered, expoſed, damned; here 
Schiſm will be diſtinguiſhed from a well-ground- 
ed Separation, Rebellion from neceſlary Defence, 
Bigottry and Phariſaiſm from Chriſtian Zeal. 
Here in one word, no Error will find ſhelter or 
protection, unleſs it be in the invinſible Ignorance 
and Sincerity of its Author. Ah, what a Folly will 
the Cunning of worldly Men then appear! what 
Sottiſhi:cis and Stupidity the Wit of the profane ! 
what Poverty the Wealth of him who lays up 
Treaſure for himſelf, but is not rich towards God ! 
what Cruelty the Luxury of the Voluptuary, and 
what damnable Wickednels the boundleſs Ambi- 
tion of Princes, the Corruption of Perſons in great 
Truſt, and the Reſtlefaeſs, Turbulency, and Re- 

venge of Men of all Ranks and Fortunes. —_ 
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then do Men flatter themſelves that their fins paſs 
here concealed or unpuniſhed, when but a mo- 
ment and the laſt Judgment will overtake them ? 
Why do they pride themſelves in the Treaſures 
of Wickedne(s, and applaud themſelves in the 

leaſures of Sin, when but a few moments and 
che Day of Judgment will turn all theſe into Gal] 
and Wormwood, Horror and Pain? Ah, how. 
little reaſon has Man to pleaſe himſelf in the ſuc- 
cels of Wickednels, when but a few Minutes and 
the Day of Judgment will convince him of his 
tatal Miſtake, and ſhew him that there is no Mis- 
fortune, no Miſery ſo dreadful as fuccels in Sin / 
Ah, how ought theſe thoughts, if we be indeed 
Elbiſtians, if the Word be mingled with Faith, 
affect and pierce our hearts! how ought | ic to 
ſartle and awaken us! how ought it to fill 
our Souls with horror and deteſtation for all 
Sin! Js ben Paul reaſoned of Righteonſneſs, Tempe= 
rence, and Judgment to come, Fahix trembled, Acts 
24.25. This, in a word, rs an Article of our 
Faith, which, ut we would ponder it often and 
ſeriouſly, would enlighten our Minds, puritie our 
Hearts, eſtabliſh and ſtrengthen us 1m the Obe- 
Jience of the Goſpel, vanquiſh all the Difficul- 


ties and Diſcouragements of Verrue, and cnable 
us 
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us with St. Paul, to keep a Conſcience word of of 
fence towards God, and towards Man. God of his 
Mercy grant us Grace ſo to meditate a Judgment 
to come, that it may have this Influence and 
Operation upon us, that ſo from the Tryals and 
Temptations of this World we may paſs into 
the Reſt and Glory of Eternity. 
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